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Deforestation soars
inthe Amazon

Defarestation of the Brazilian
Amazonis on theriseand net
declivinygas pou frmply (Mafure
S0, 0-13; D15). Farest
clearamee hasexploded since
August 2014, according to satellite
data fram Brazils Matioral
Institte for Space Research and
the mstairable-devel oprmert
argarization knazon Monthly
cleararwerates are several s
thosefor the sarme manths inthe
precedingtvo pears,

The data an deforestation
drivers inthe studies pou discuss
predate the recent defarestation
surge (D Nepstad ef ol Seience
34,1118-1123 Ddand H K.
Gibbs ef ol Scdence 47, 377-378
2015}, Bragilscurrency, the real,
is infree-fall withnoend in
sight, Exchange rates agingt the
1J5 dollar mean that experts fran
Bradlare now considerably more
profitable than last pear, when
the defarestation decline was
ocuing,

Prospects for the near term are
not good. A ey 2008 resoluticn
frornthe Certral Bank, of Brazl,
which links financing from
public bankstoerviromnental
carnplianee, now offers arly
fragile protectionin theface
of a congress darninated by
those in favonr of agribusiness.
Creation of new protected areas
hasheen essentially paralpsed,
existingreserves continme
tohavethelr dficial status

removed, and sovernrment
expenditure menforcing

erwir arrmental laws has beencut
by 72%, Furthermore, political
appointmmentsare sendingan
anti-erwironomental seral to
deforesters (see Mafure 517,
251-352; 015}, and plans for
Armzonian reads confinue as
fast as aney allows, The “battle
forthe Armazan' is far fran wan.
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